www.ctl.co.in

Publisher
Lav Jhingan

Advisers
Mayana Goradia, Lal Raisinghani and
Samar Sirgar

Executive Editor
Lav Jhingan

Editorial Assistance and Design Consultancy

INKPOT, 58 Jatin Das Road, Kolkata-700 029

Ph. 9831169021, 03340637177

a-mail : inkpot_2@yahoo.com
inkpot2@gmall.com

Correspondent | South India)
P 5 Sundar

Correspondent | United Kingdom )
Kalyan Sircar

Mailing Address

Editorial & Markeling Oflice

1&2 Oid Court House Comner, Post Box
Mo, 14, Kolkata-700 0601

Phe (+91-033) 2230 T241/7242/4665
Fax: (+31-033) 2230 57532210 4671
E-mail: kolkata@coniemporary.co.in

Branches

Guwahati

S Hazarika, 24 Centre Point

{opp. Bora Service Station)

5.5 Road, Ulehari, Gowahati-T81 007
Ph: (0361) 251 1052/252 4253

Fax: (03611254 1119

E-mail ctigau! @sanchamet.in

Siliguri

Arjun Mitra, STAC Bullding Mallaguri
Pradhan Nagar, Siliguri-734 403
Phone: {0353) 251 3095/251 3521
Fax: (0353) 251 7752

E-mail: ctisil@sancharmetin

Fublished for Contemporary Brokers Pyt Lid,
by Law Jhingan, 1 & 2, 0id Court Housa Corner,
Kolkata 700 001

Designed by Caps Micrographics, 32, K.5,
Roy Road, Kolkata-T00 (01, Ph. 2230 1827

Printed at Caps Micragraphics, 82, B.5. Roy
Road. Kolkata-700 001, P 2230 1827

Blackman, my
ciee o Tnalis |

Ll T draw
||£%ml i
being able to work in Ers if
Inda and Lo be part ol the

proces of
nereaning qualivy and

quar

the population

F:lulu: Iur v ister-

ONTENTS

Artrosth & herth and
father

mi know it any peymes

in cliae g e marr, | ahall

be happy o wnd the
hequs

| suggen that vou bring
oul 8 direciary whach
eumtains the addresses ol
il ves brakers amd huy
Calcizin,
Esiswrabiat and Salaguri
wluich, wauld e very
uscful. It could cos any
where from Bs 23000 By
1800: Yau will he dring
reat service ta the
Barry Kydd IJMFJ.':-:J ervice ta thi

Cadifom,
New fermey, Shashikant Maibtra
L4 Rawrpli, Makarasivva

I bringing an

ol Beitltheare 1o

4

05
08

L1

12

16

20

Teaquizzy
Bw Erral O Brien

From the Publisher

South India Column
Five Records with
Wide Ramifications
By P'S Sundar

Personalitea
Dan Bolton

International
Tidings from Bangladesh
By Monjur Hossain

Finance & Figures

International
Good News from Britain
By Kalyan Sircar

Face-to-Face
with

Rishit Patel
By Anjall Pathak

Happenings

Nostalgia
Tea Mornings
By Lekha Mathur

Industry
Chairman in New Role

Event
Book Launch

26

a8

al

Book Review
Bungalow Tales from
Assam Gardens

By Mrittika Bose

Crop
Facts & Figures

Looking Back
Zurrantee Bungalow

Travel

An Academic Road Trlp
By Promona Sangupta

Finance & Figures

5 Trade Winds

i Some Place Else

The New Delhi Cha Bar
Tea Break

Cal-Ca-Tea

Finance & Figures

Obituary
A Gentleman Called Aboni

By Lal Raisinghani
Tea Trail

The CHA Project
Last Page
Wrong Cha

Bv Amit Kumar Bose

Contemporary Tea Time @ 3



Cover Story

CONTEMPORARY

Dear Gditor

When CONTEMPORARY TEA TIME began its journey — albeit tentatively
on a December day in 1989, our publisher and editor did not have
the faintest idea as to how many readers would actually get to read
the magazine. When preparing for the next issue, we were overwhelmed
by the response, conveyed through letters to the editor. Not only had
the tea fraternity welcomed the magazine with open arms, they had
extensively gone through the articles and given their valuable
suggestions. Over the last 24 years these have been the backbone of
our magazine and helped us to evolve into a journal of substance. The
readership today is spread over several countries and has gone beyond
the tea industry. In this issue we bring forth some of these
precious letters that
'.ﬁ:;;“‘::“ : M;j::;:‘:';::f et e - have given us the
ety ot PELY! sustenance to live up
to our readers'’
expectations and
continue to do justice
to the words 'Dear
Editor'.
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Unissiasm, just o5 ome feels afier "4 Cop
af Tea” - fresh and rejuvenated, all poo-
pared B0 sta ome’s day.

These women through et glocdias
wark have bestenmed me to fhe core; they

| have proved us fomales, through thiis

pure pursalt of petsevermnce and perfioc-

seed of pucors sscret in ber, and which
if e skt an, she can with coafidence
anid compassion plant dnany Geld of i
unud reap o rich harvest of hope amd bon-
ourr and come cat 8 worthy wisner,
Fladly at the end of the day, "Women m
Command” nre also "Women in De-
mael”,

Tt imagine! Tife without Tea.
5 Hkoe droowming onesell b the Seal

Hincerely,
Munfimlita Sinha

Radharant Tea & Esmres (F) Lid.,
Caliuita
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Sometimes our readers have been critical, sometimes
congratulatory. But their comments have egged us
on to produce new stories and extensive coverage

]CTL Story

Your Silver Jubilee ‘?peciaﬂ [ssue is
|'e.a1|1, that - SPECIAL. The entire history
and profile of Contemporary Targett has
been depicted E'\LE“GII“V lhe
photographs are a treat to look at. They
tell the story of Contemporary Targett on
their own. The entire issue is of a very
high standard,

With such good work, | am sure that
one day | will be reading Tea Time Golden,
Flatinum, Diamond Jubilee ......

CONTEMPORARY
TARGETT LT

Ashok N, Vakharia
Ashoke Tea Agency, Coonoor

No Shortcuts
I am &'I-”i]‘l}_:, to thank you for having
our o ) o oviding :
0 Your h E JEU“’:HH‘ :stal w the 5I~r|1i1|'| Wi 1
t!w h:k.l .ﬂh‘mpt to propagate tea on a commercial scale: You acted as the trail blazers for Sri | anka and others th.‘!t
followed.
There is always an ||u lination to ascribe luck to a flourishing business. Every company need me luck, but the

so-called luck anies are those that have been prepared way ahead. | mean those firr L who have
kept themselw readiness to grasp each opportunity that came their way, always remembering that there
are no short 0 honest business.

I take this opportunity to wish you and your gang of dedicated service-minded personalities all the best, and
ou go from strength to strength in the vears ahead. Your rise to the top in the different helds of activity vou
e undertaken during this short period has been unique. With Pratull at the helm, and with the assistance of a
xy of inventive personalities in the world of trade and commerce at your service, new innovations are bound
ln urtfold. 1 am sure you will grab all these opportunities with both hands.
Maxwell Fernando, Sri Lanka
ember' 2000 - February'2(101

Our Nostalgia pieces with archival photos have always
been great hits. Tea folks have
relished them and relived the
Oh Calcutta ! ERGEFEIRNEWEY

THE 1L

LONDON

~ Oh Calcutta!

il The Illustrated London News

| By the third quarter of the nineteenth century, Calcutta had, for the
Britizh, devel::ped into a home away from home which was forever
England. Since the time Job Charnock had stepped on the eastern bank of
the Hooghly in 1960, the British had built tor themselves a metropolis
which was European in architecture, style and morals. As in London,




We treasure the congratulatory letters from our readers
received on our 10th and 20th anniversaries

Fragrant bouquets il
for our

10th Anniversary [ Cttes
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Uniietagorary Tea Thme

Calcutta had its vast open park, the Maidan, at its
heart. And the Hooghly river breeze brought along
with the salt air, as did the Thames, an aroma of
spice and tea.
The British built Fort William in 1712 and the \d
[T 0

first theatre opened in Lal Bazar in 1745. The Old g hold 'i"[ interesting
drawings. 'Ohl (

Court House or the Town Hall came up in 1727.  § gim

Government House was completed in 1803, Grand ot LR e 1tbul as wer
You must continue

how public buildings had been
printing .,

created to appear awesome, the grandiloquent style
heightened by the Palladian facade and columned
doorways : to intimidate with an impression of
power without the need to exercise it.

cutta specially
sent to us by the Nlustrated London News which
has completed 150 years of publication,

fimothy Williams

COVER STORY

September 1993

(%]
-k




Madam,

| am a regular reader of Con-
temparary TEA TIME which
i brought oul not only with
the latest news on tea mdus-
try. future forecwst and sub-
jects related o tea, but also
with ¢olumns on sports, book
review, cinema, medicineg,
interviews with eminent per-
sonalilics and interesting
world events in India and
abrosd. Such wide and var-
ied features, with valuahle
reading material, make Tea
Time guite enjoyable and al-
tractive:

On completion of ten years
ofits publicartion, | wish Con-
temparary TEA TIME  and
its personnel, who hive been
mstrumental in bringing out
this nice magazine, suc

ful growth, attaining

heights in the days o come,
Sincerely,

Alka Bangur

Peria Karamalai Tea And
Produce Co. Lud.

Calcutta

We have tried to highlight tea
companies — large, medium and small
— through research, interviews and
reports

TATA TEA ON COVER

The picture of the beaming child on the cover of the September,'95 issue was
a happy introduction to the story on Tata Tea's future. T have had occasion
to visit Munnar where almost all the gardens are owned by Tatas. What
impressed me most at that time was the special concern displayed by the
company for its employees. A contented work force is as much a heartening
aspect as the financial results of the company, which of course are impressive.
I recall an occasion when some legislator mentioned in the Kerala Assembly
that the relevant understudy team had little to improve on the welfare
programme of Tata Tea,

K. 5. Pillai

December’'95 - February'96 Kottayam

R.5. Jhawar

= 1 ”; ‘i ﬁT On 12 July 1948, at New Delhi, the first
I Indo Russian food agreement was signed,
E} = \; v ”‘\JG ? India would receive 50,000 tonnes of
wheat. In return it would supply 11.5 m
Ibs or 5,008 metric tonnes of high grade tea. The Tea Controller of India, acting for the
government, soon invited offers for the supply of 4,250 tonnes of North Indian tea
from the 1948 crop. Of this quantity, 69% was to be Assam, 30% Dooars, 5% each
Cachar and Darjeeling, divided into 30% whole leaf and 70% brokens. The delivery
was spread evenly over September - December. The prices and the procedure were to
be similar to those that applied for supplies to the British Food Ministry.
In order to offset the quantity supplied under the wheat-for-tea barter agreement
with the Soviet Union, the Government of India in 1949 contemplated a redur_'ti{:-n in
the shipments to Britain. The Soviet purchases removed from the Calcutta market tea
of a quality suitable for Canada and the US.A. Some in the trade felt that this would
put Indian tea at a disadvantage in the hard currency markets. This conflict between
barter and hard currency trade increased as the volume of trade with the Soviet Union
went up. In the agreement signed in 1949, 200,000 tonnes of wheat and 100,000 tonnes
of other foodgrains were to be exchanged for tea, jute and castor oil,

ember 1991 Pratull Goradia




'\..h.hu\;.ﬁrh.-\.k.-uu.'-..\.\..*..ux.

CORTERPORAKT

Procipeed Howeogy oalag Ehrcugh the artlcle op Ehis Baye o
Jalpalgury foatody In the I.:..-ur.-ln-.'u.-; 3 the Ewategh | BTanang

| Dear sgp,
| P bAve tusg Feonived thm 29ER .!.n.-u.wr:-r-..- ooy of D.:_-u:-m.:;g:y
| Tead Tige Magazime. f¢ B Vary wa]] bBroughe UL ang -m:-l]:m:]y

2 Lo maka Ehe Tallewing Bhservitions . g9 in a
tha Jn:u:-_-.r,- af toa Yaotura by ehg Pormar e af
| & Jod Aatack Sompany in Jalpaioguig LET Eliagwan “handrg Bopa
| the fabhay o che Pl lusbrigug Beaentioe lake giy J & Hone wam
The Digteior Magiobraee i Talpalguri uey aftar the ddatrict
1 s born, The BEELlamant o Ehe rable Tapds in Dacars 1o the
! Edtnpsans far the PFurrose of ﬁl-nbh:lhl.rg Cls 2srabas wng
| BUCTens ] SRl of cag Plansac iog by Ehew made him cahing aa
| to whethey o nat Tediang CaEld vanbges in chid frajq, o gop
| A tea lenss, e applicant mygp BAELEfY thas hy his capipny at
I Bis dispogas) 4nd b wil) be ablo to ISpoRiE cogr of Bubvayring
tha lang raloulated ap fg 1/~ per poem Lo ek Eharely 2 |egms
for 4 yveurs e being NRACly fres for the Flepr YEAT and & gasll
| race dag Farged for the BaCcmng | v FEdrm), Th:u--u!r.-r F5 ymarm
| l1e860 wan granted pug, Purely Tadlan ETngErn
| 1879, Tha PER] (minaey ArrangEnents for the Fotmarios af the
PIEpaEny by phe Iodiann amd Eha MANAGETand of Ehmps Eatates are
_I RECest ing Thede will hy Eound Frag Mitra's e ST T Rapore

! Even in pedr sm eemed magmzine, T 3 Aot figg any neneiom af

! 5ri Tapal Chiagdry LEhie, £y Jodrmah Clandry Gbime grd Exi

| Big TA Chasdra @homs Whir siare ghy Blansurn of cha 88 Incumpry
I in narth Baiagn]

Lates gri Bopal Chandrs Ghoal {who ugrated frog the disr rice
|I of Dapes Hangladagy, Sttied in dalpaionri, pe WHs one op

Ehe piomparg =ho EnEspag Che pmg toduatey of Pl pa g IDocsrs) |,
READERS WRITE Tt wan thraugh his =lfortn Lhar Bopalpur Tea pg, War oxtabh]lished
| in 100N, A& faw Fears latar, L L FE R Malhati anng Eoiafaemin g
| Téa Bxtaten wore Sntabl {ahad They were tihe Flonears of the te
tadustry i pogeyn Hamgs],
TG { = 3
KUDOSTO A

& | must congratulate you M your tﬂ::i:“:;{
In the June issue potting in perspe i
i nis of the Assam Tea 1_2nr|m ;
"hlw'::mmnu significant success igin n'nrs_rtp,
iy Il:nallnlu.:l.nk gardens which othcrwl:l:
hc&nﬁ:u left & humanproblem btmddm_:!c
:rn::miw. This would not have been p::s;e: ’
ns yoy rightly poist out in the absence e
i vision and commitment at the top, S
“I'hn" inpoints the singalar factor that
u“::hf;l,::li:a.&'l‘i’.“:ﬂcd!ntpc:fn:u:::
i o on the sp
“ﬁ:: "‘:‘!h: u::;:;::::;;itinlhslint!ro:m
matiars, . :
the manager to all pledged to g new ml
ki ﬂm::l:muut can achieve
fus growth is a signpaost
given the same level of tﬂ'll'lllmml.n’-
Dhbregarh

SEBARERTH SHosE

Ealkata junE_August Emg

|
li foure gy Bodraly
1
|
|

3

September 1994

CONTEMPORARY SR Y

COVER STORY

Anniversary
Issues

8

ary Tea Time
Contemporary Tea Timg



Readers from home and abroad have kept in touch

ea Ti i decade now and read with
: hscriber of your Tea Time magazine for nea}‘ly a de
; dr:: i?‘ut.:::ﬁtcall the a:“tirlcs that are published in each issue trying to kee!z m}fsnif abreast
pA stry as well as to know about historical events. |
d September - November, 2009 (ssem to hafve
20th Anniversary of your esteemed magaz+ne -
i ace during my service career with the Tea
de me nostalgic about the events that took place !
guaa:d as Maﬂﬂt 1iaison Officer and Director of Tea Promotion from 1977 to I;E}?i?
(Prior to that, 1 was Export Manager of TTCI 1974 77 and later on Representa
jektwer 2009).
f Projektwerkstatt, Germany from 1997 to .
; wisiir someone could write good articles (which T am not capable of) on events/issues

of the latest developments in tea indu
Your last two issues of March - Ma}' an
missed out June-August), celebrating the

like -

a) Mir Tobby Flaming of Lipton us

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
Ashoke Sengupta

Kolkata Dec'09 - Feb'10

| | have just received a copy of

CONTEMPORARY TEA TIME and am
| fascinated by its contents. You should
| have started it a decade ago. However,

it is never too late and I am sure in the

two years of its existence it has become
extremely popular in the tea world.
The unique feature of this journal is its
excellent mix of views, nostalgia,

features and focal articles en policies
that affect the trade.

You have made it into a publication
that people would like to buy from a
news stand. I really wish it could be
more frequent, but being in the
business of publications one knows
what a tall order this could be. I look
forward to reading the future issues.

Rita Bhimani
Calcutta

March 1992

A threatening to stop buying Indian tea after one
of his consignments was forced to pay Export Duty of Rs 5 per i:ag imposed hyh{}utzrzn;n‘;
of India (Mohan Dharia was Commerce Minister) in 19?? = ?ﬁf':?}* after ;:s Dea lt
left Calcutta Port about two weeks back from the date of imposition of such Duty.
became an international issue at that point of time. .........

with us through the Readers Write column

- W W - =

Thank vou for the bit of
historical information

| provided by the Taster's
| Chary. It shows that
Indians should be grateful
“urzon not only

serving Taj Mahal

for telling planters

of his time to initiate the
locals to the cup that
cheers, Hap

incidence
of the Curzon linkage with

the Taj Mahal and tea.
Wah! Taj. It was also
interesting to know from
the Garden Profile that an
admuring planter in the
South had named his
garden after Curion.

Kamala Doshi

Bonthay

December 1996

34 March-May'13

i have received six issues of your must_e;izl:j{:w
Contemporary Tea Time magazine. I find it most in 5 cgﬁ
s;recially to see my half photo on Eagg %lTui tl-:?n ; ;;w
i fthe C.T.T.AC }

ceue, It was at the time © ! benary
lzfsb:itiﬂn and of which T was C hairman at the time

i ; ed to Jutlibari, then
tarted in tea in 1937 when I was posted to

i:: f‘airklﬂta to Lockartowal which is nnm; in Bang’l:éei‘:

i s offi short while before joini .
to Gillanders office for a sho - g the

i for some three mon
Indian Army, to Calcutta again el e
i - ting, to Anan
, to Selimbong for a 15-month ac r
}gfﬁa s;—month acting, Betjan and finally to t}}je :;121-;;:;
office until 1969. After leaving India, I joine e
William Home group comprising the E]}_:mar!flm e; gf-. o8
Fnpi i ies. After the takeov
d Empire of India comparues \ : e
i::lri.'lfiir:'1.1.1'LFH|:=re~ri-::n-d [ became C‘h_mrma_n and megitwfggqﬁ s
of the three companies until the Caparo gr IElr oy
[ continued in their London office for the following

years. |
[ had a wonderful life in tea wit}]:': a {:w uﬁif:l S?:aﬁ,‘:
t fun. Your magazine has broug ek
:;Eéii% with articles and pictures of people I knew well.

George Whitaker
England




Our coverage of other tea growing countries has
evoked a lot of interest in our readers

Dear Sir,

My hearty congratulations for the well written and comprehensive coverage of all aspects of tea it
the "Emerald Isle” of Sri Lanka in the June - August 2012 issue of Canremparary Tea Timej

After publication of Country Reports of tea development in Kangra
in the first issue of International Journal of Tea Science (1JTS),
republished in Confemporary Tea Time, five well written papers
on tea in China in the second issue, country report on tea in
the United States of America in the third issue and coverage

Yours Sincerely
(N K Jain)
Advisor

Once again, please convey hearty congratulations of the
IITS team for the excellent informative chapter on tea in
sri Lanka, published in the Contemporary Tea Time.

International Society of Tea Science
—

of tea in Bangladesh in the fourth issue, Sri Lanka would have
naturally received priority over others in one of the early
publications of the 1JTS. But after seeing your excellent
coverage of tea in 5ri Lanka we have decided to put on hold
our proposed chapter on tea in 5Sri Lanka, at least until the
end of the series, which would be several years hence.

Septembe

n % September 1889, Chang Chih-Tang the

acting Governor of Kwang-Tung province,

addressed a memorial to the Emperor of
China. His specific plea was for the government
1o set up & cotton mill in his province. But he
justified the project by the need to reduce the
drainage of wealth out of China. Too much silver
was going out of the country, In 1888-89 the value
of the outflow was £10.5 million. The reason was
a failure in the export of tea and silk. The governor
complained that India had taken in hand the
production of lea on a large scale. “Al one time,
the profits to be derived from tea and silk were
the exclusive monopoly of China, but of late these
profits have already begun to fall, so much so that
the tea planters and silk-weavers are suffering,
the welfare of the people is daily deteriorating.”

o —

,f"

CHINT

The governor was not alone in bemoaning the
displacement of China tea by the Indian variety.
While lecturing to the students of the London
Huospital, Sir Andrew Clark said “Indian tea has
become so powerful in its effects upon the nervous
system thal those who take it actually get into a
state of tea intoxdcation.” He went on, “If you
wamk o hawve tea which will not injure and which
will refresh, get black China tea.” It was Sir
Andrew Clark who in the course of this lectore
in 1891 phrased the dictum "The cup that cheers
but not inebriates is black China tea’, The bias
for China tea was long to live. In August 1908, the
Government of India concluded a press
communique with the remark that doctors at home
(Britain) are advocating the use of China tea aa
containing less tanin and being consequently

more wholesome. The subject of this
communique was the withdrawal
of import duty on Russian
sugar in reciprocation of the
repeal by Russia of its surtax
on the import of Indian and
Ceylon tea,

December 2005

Dear Sir,

I enjoyed the last issue of
Contemporary Tea Time
on China, the cradle of
tea. Do carry more such
stories on the history of
tea trade focussing on
particular regions or
countries. The change in
the quality of paper that
you use has added a touch
of class to the magazine.

D. Changkija

March 2006
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We have kept up with the times and covered topics like
tea research, tea advertisements and tea drinking trends

 Readert
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| qhe Editorl
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r managel
EenLDI - _
fondoll Te2 Estate March 2011
Dear Sirs,

May I take this opportunity to thank you for
an excellent publication. I have enjoyed all your
issues and look forward to the next 3 years - and
more.

T have my own tea business which retails and
wholesales quality teas and in particular, teas
from Assam, Darjeeling and the Nilgiris. It is
unfortunate that the market in UK is dominated
by four large packers whose only concept of
marketing is one of price and therefore mediocre
or of very poor quality. As a result demand is
declining but there remains the potential for good
quality teas.

The other factor which dominates the market
here is ethical trading initiatives and the variants
on offer make for confusion so far as the consumer
is concerned, and, I suspect, the tea producer.

It would be interesting if you could analyse
both these issues to help make clearer where the
tea market is going and if you require more
information, I can try to assist.

Yours faithfully,

Director

Stephen Kitching

Wallingford Tea & Coffee Co. Litd., UK

December 2007
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We have tried to focus on all the important events
and landmarks of the industry

The CONTEMPORARY TEA CONTEMPORARY

TIME magazine has once
again come out exceedingly
well, that too at the most
opportune time of Upasi
Centenary. The spread as
well as the quality of the
contents has made this
magazine very rich in its
intrinsic value. It is like
"TIME" magazine, a privilege
for a planter to carry "TEA
TIME" while travelling,.

N. C. Kankani
|
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There are so many more letters from our dear readers that
we would have liked to include in this coverage. Alas! Space
constraint forced us to be selective. Maybe, some time in
the future we shall be able to bring out a full volume of
letters to our Dear Editor. Meanwhile, keep conveying to us
your news and views. Your criticism is as valuable to us as

the pats on the back.
Contemporary Tea Time @ a7
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The CHA Project

iscussions and debates in quaint
D Chinese tea houses over simmering

cups of green tea in the snaking
lanes of Kolkata's Chinatown may soon be
a reality. A project aimed at preserving the
heritage of the Indian Chinese community
in the city and to create an eco-friendly and
econcmically viable arts-heritage-food hub
will provide a much-needed facelift to
Chinatown,

Titled "The Cha Project’ or tea project,
the venture will help preserve Old
Chinatown (Tiretti Bazaar) and will focus
on developing the Mew Chinatown l["['angra}
that houses Kolkata's 4,000 strong Chinese
community, the largest in the country.

“It will be an urban regeneration
initiative as well as a tourism oppoertunity.
[t will net only attract tourists but peaple
from the city itself. Basically, it will recreate
the old Chinatown days,” said G M Kapur,
state convenor of Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH).

The Chinese have been coming to India
trom the time of scholars Fa Hien (4th
century) and Huen Tsang (7th cen!ur_ﬂ -
some might even have settled in India,
making it their home, But it was not until

the 1700s that the Chinese began settling
in discernible numbers, Written documents
from 17758 mention the first Chinese settler
in India — a man named Atchew.

The first Chinese to start settling in the
city were runaway sailors and the

KOLKRATR'S CHINRTOWN

indentured servants mentioned in a letter
trom Atchew to Governor General Warren
Hastings. The city, being a major port,
plaved host to many Chinese sailors on
their way to, or returning from, foreign
lands,

They would stop in the city and wait
for the ships to carry them to their
destination. Journeys by sea were slow and
the ships infrequent, so many months had
to be spent ashore. While they waited for
their ships, they looked for work in the city.
Some of them might have eventually
stopped their seataring ways and settled
in the city,
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As part of
the initiative by
INTACH and
the State Government, quaint traditional
Chinese tea houses will be built across
Chinatown to boost the culture of the
community.

"There are plans of building tea houses
which will serve as cultural centres,” said
Mr Paul Chung, president of the Indian
Chinese Association.

The most striking features of the
proposal are heritage centres and a museum
that will showcase the history of the Indian
Chinese through series of architectural
reconstructions, dioramas and layered
photographic backdrops, all enhanced by
audiovisuals using photographs from
different periods.

“We do not have a place to display our
history; our people are keen to have a mu-
seum in Old Chinatown,” Mr Chung said.

Chsplays of peraunﬂ everyday objects
and old documents and records, contributed
by members of the community, will serve
as artefacts in themselves.

The landmark Toong-on temple of
Blackburn lane in old Chinatown, built in
the 1920s, that had the very popular
Manking restaurant (shut down for more
than a decade) as one of its tenants, might
also be converted to a heritage centre.

“We are awaiting the go-ahead of the
State Government. The concept has been
designed and the proposal has been
submitted,” Mr Kapur said.

In 1910, the Chinese community was
pushed to the fringes of the city, where they
established leather gardens for the tanning
industry. This place would later come to be
known as Tangra, (also known as Dhapa
or Mew Chinatown)
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Periods of disorder in China - the first
Opium War in 1840 and the revelution in
1991 — saw waves of Chinese migrating to
India. By the 1930s, the number of women
and children in the community increased
considerably. Chinese men were now
bringing their families with them,

There was also a burgeoning Indian tea
industry that needed trained workers,
which led to a further increase in Chinese
immigrants. Soon the Chinese, though
essentially an insular community, became
part of the city's, and to a lesser extent
Bombay's (now Mumbai}, melting pot.

Hakka tanners and shoemakers, Hupeh
dentists, Cantonese carpenters and
restaurateurs, all left their lasting stamp on
both cities.

[n 1939 the Japanese air raids on the
Calcutta docks caused considerable damage
and loss of life. World War 11 in Asia saw
an interruption in the flow of Chinese
migrants to the city.

During the Calcutta riots of 1946, the
Chinese played a conciliatery role, keeping
violence under check in old Chinatown,

The Sino-Indian war in 1962 changed
the equation forever. This period saw the
Chinese diaspora being arrested, restrictions
placed on free movement, the Indian
citizenship of those who had acquired it
being revoked and other clamps on civil
liberties,

For the city's Chinese, life in every way
- social, cultural, religious and most
importantly, economic - was disrupted,
There was even a stop to traditional ways
of celebrating festivals — dragon and lion
dances disappeared from the streets for
man}r _‘!.-"E'arﬁ o ﬂl'ld 'I‘I,‘IHT["iﬂEER were low kl‘.‘_!_.-

Sowrce : The Stateswan Kolkaly
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