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INDIA

g 1 year Rs. 300

g 2 years Rs. 500

OVERSEAS

g 1 year US $ 30

g 2 years US $ 50
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Ms. Nayantara Palchoudhuri
Chairperson of the Indian Tea Association
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Before the advent of 
tea estates, Darjeeling 
was a huge jungle. The 

Darjeeling area was owned by Sikkim and went 
to the British in the 1830s. The culture and way 
of life of the indigenous people of this area wasn’t 
Indian, which had important manifestations as 
the tea gardens evolved. As is known, the British 
government sectioned plots of land in Jalpaiguri 
and Darjeeling for the plantation of tea and put 
them under different entrepreneurial companies, 
who employed various managing agencies to sort 
out the technical staff, managers and laborers 
required for tea production. Some of the famous 
agencies are still well known, like Andrew Yule 
and Company, Balmer Lawrie and Williamson 
Magor. The managing agencies were given the 
responsibility of learning how to operate and 
manage a tea garden, including the planting and 
marketing of the produce. This was similar to 
how jute companies were also run. 
In the early days, jungles had to be cleared, 
factories established, machinery - some of them 
100 ton weights - imported from Europe in ships. 
From the closest dockyards, the machinery had 
to be taken to the destination gardens upriver by 
barge and roads had to be built to transfer the 
required machines by bullock carts and convoys of 

laborers. This is why the Hill Cart road was built. 
Railway lines were also laid for the same purpose. 
The pioneers were the British, particularly 
Scotsmen. Some were remembered generations 
later, like Langle Smith, who managed the Soom 
Tea Estate just below St. Joseph’s school. All this 
work took from the 1830s to the 1900s.
Initially, the investors in tea were British but as 
the tea industry developed, Indians also became 
interested in investing in this venture. One of 
the pioneers was G.C. Banerjee, who was the 
first Indian to own a tea garden in Darjeeling. 
This is where the history of the involvement of 
the Banerjee family in tea begins. G.C. Banerjee 
emigrated from his native village called Boral 
in Serampore, around1860. He entered the 
services of a transport company and through 
merit rose to be an important officer. When 
the railways came to Darjeeling and 
the transport company closed its 
business, Girish Chandra started 
a departmental store in Kurseong 
called G.C. Banerjee and sons, with 
great success. He also bought a tea 
garden in Siliguri. G.C. Banerjee died 
early and suddenly, leaving behind 
three adolescent sons. Although very 
young, the sons were able to run 
their father’s business successfully. 
The running of the tea garden on 
the other hand proved beyond their 
young and untrained experience and 
was sold. In 1910 the three brothers 
bought Happy Valley Tea Estate in 
Darjeeling, from a Captain Keeble. 
The garden was not in good form, 

The History of Happy Valley
and the Banerjee Family’s
involvement with Tea

Tupa Banerjee

Phalguni 
& Tridev 

Banerjee, at 
the helm of 

Happy Valley 
for decades

HISTORYTEA TIME
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The idea of inducing the Indians in India to drink 
tea dates back to the inception of the tea cess. During the years 
1903-15, the Cess Committee spent small sums in India on 

experimental operations, the total amount being less than Rs. 75000. 
For the year 1915-16, however, Mr. Harold W. Newby was selected as 
commissioner for India and the sum of £4500 was allotted by the Cess 
Committee. This was increased to £11,000 for 1916-17. With twenty-eight 
representative spread out over India. Mr. Newby’s idea was to get people 
to open tea shops in which the beverage was sold. Attention was drawn 
to these shops by means of cinema entertainments, native bands, singing, 
games, handbills posters and sandwich boards. Demonstrations were put 
on in factories at cattle fairs, exhibitions and religious gatherings.

As the work progressed, attention was directed toward the collieries and 
the Indian troops. Arrangements were made for supplying tea to third 
class passengers on some of the large Indian railway systems. The tea 
shops became self – supporting. Gramophones and vernacular records 
were added, among them being a speech on “The Benefits of Drinking 
Tea” and a “Hot – Tea Song.”

The Cess Committee voted £22,000 for propaganda in India in 1917-18 
and £23,333 in 1918-19. Mr.John Harpur was appointed chief assistant 
to Mr. Newby. Small envelopes of tea were distributed free, bearing the 
legend, “Empty the contents of the packet into an earthenware teapot 
and pour on enough water for six cups of tea. Leave on for eight minutes 
and pour out, add milk and sugar to taste.” Picepacket shops had been 
opened in 1918 and proved most successful. The packets were sold for 
one pice [1/2 cent. U.S.] each. Since then the propaganda has concerned 
itself mostly with demonstrations in the bazaars, on railways, at schools, 
factories and other large gatherings.
In 1919-20, the amount allotted by the Cess Committee for the work 
in India was increased to £30,000, and with the exception of 1921-22, 
when it was reduced to £26,666; it remained at £30,000 until 1925-26. In 
1926-27, the allotment was £33,750; in 1927-28, £37,500; and in 1928-29, 
£39,375. In 1929-30, it was increased to £50,625 and in 1930-31, including 
a special allotment for Burma, the allocation amounted to £58,125. For 
1931-32, the appropriation was reduced to £54,375. In 1932-33 it was 
£45,000; in 1933-34, £45,000; and in 1934-35, £56,250.
In 1922, Mr. Newby took up the work in France and Mr. Harpur was 

History From 	
Ukers
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Mr. Harold Newby 
1915—1922

Mr. John Harpur 
1922-1930

Mr. K. W. Christie 
1931-1933

Mr. W. H. Miles 
Present Incumbent
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made cess commissioner for India, a work 

he carried on until ill 
health compelled his 
retirement in 1930. Mr. 
Harpur estimated the 
annual consumption 

of tea in India as over 
68,000,000 pounds, an 
increase of more than 

50,000,000 pounds since 
the start of the propaganda.
Mr. E.W.Christie 

was appointed acting 
commissioner for India in 1931, and in that year 
the work entered a new phase. While 
still continuing the tea shop and railway 
work previously undertaken, a fleet of 
tea Cess motor lorries was sent out with 
demonstration parties to inculcate the tea 
drinking habit in remote towns and villages 
where tea as previously unknown. The 
demonstrators offered to the villagers cups of 
well-made tea and lectured on the advantages 
and merits of the beverage. Gramaphones 
helped to collect crowds and in the evening 
lantern slides depicted the tea industry in all its 

00Contemporary Tea Time    APRIL - JUNE 2022

                                                                                                                    HISTORY
stages. Tea in suitable sized packets was offered at 
a low price. Mr. Christie resigned in 1933.
Under a reorganization of the work to secure 
results more in harmony with the sums spent 
on propaganda in India, Mr. W.H.Miles was 
appointed acting commissioner for India late 
in 1933. The renewed activities covered in part 
propaganda in jute mills, with tea supplied to 
the workers, demonstrations in Northern and 
Southern India, a travelling cinema, liquid tea 
shops, tea supplies for railways, 
sugar factories, etc.

Courtesy from UKERS
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When Darjeelings were 
airfreighted

MANUFACTURED & PACKED BY : 

KAILASH TEA CO.
107, Diamond Harbour Road, Kolkata - 700 023

Contact Number : 97111 62080
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